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RESOLUTION #                                 


RESOLUTION # 191-07-03

NORTHWEST PORTLAND AREA


CALIFORNIA RURAL INDIAN

INDIAN HEALTH BOARD



HEALTH BOARD

JOINT RESOLUTION
To support consultation with tribal governments in the Homeland Security Act of 2002 and the implementation of a tribal consultation policy
WHEREAS, 
the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB) is a tribal organization under P.L. 93-638 that represents forty-three Federally-recognized Indian tribes in Oregon, Washington and Idaho and is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people in the Northwest; AND
WHEREAS,
 the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people; AND
WHEREAS,
the primary goal of the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board is to improve the health and quality of life of its member tribes; AND
WHEREAS,
there is a government-to-government relationship between the United States and Indian tribal governments established through treaties, executive orders and statutes that recognize the inherent sovereignty of Indian tribal governments and the rights of native people to self-determination and self-governance; AND
WHEREAS, 
each Indian tribal government has its own authority to provide for health and welfare of those residing on or near tribal lands, the provision of law enforcement services on tribal lands, the provision of emergency response providers and medical personnel on tribal lands and the provision of facilities that include tribal and Indian Health Service emergency facilities; AND
WHEREAS,
there are more than 25 Indian tribes that have primary jurisdiction over lands on or near and that are adjacent to the Canadian or Mexican borders that comprise 260 miles of international borders, have jurisdiction of waters that provide direct access by boat to lands within the U.S., and numerous Indian tribes exercise civil, criminal and regulatory jurisdiction of lands which dams, seaports, oil, gas and mineral deposits, nuclear or electrical power plants, water and sanitation systems or timber or other natural resources are located; AND
WHEREAS, 
Indian tribes will play a crucial role in providing for the health and safety of those who reside on tribal lands are necessary components—very much like cities, counties, states—in order to develop a comprehensive system for homeland security of the United States; AND 
WHEREAS, 
Senators Inouye, Campbell, Akaka, Cantwell have introduced S. 578 and Representatives Kennedy and Camp have introduced H.R. 2242, both bills to amend the Homeland Security Act to include Indian tribes among entities consulted with respect to activities carried out by the Secretary for the Department of Homeland Security; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; that the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board and the California Rural Indian Health Board respectfully request hereby encourage the Congress to pass amendments contained in S. 578 and H.R. 2242 to the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to include consultation with tribal governments and to also include statements that acknowledge provide for tribal inherent civil and criminal jurisdiction for homeland security purposes; NOW
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Northwest Portland Area Health Board and the California Rural Area Indian Health Board recommend that the Secretary for the Department of Homeland Security establish an Indian Desk within the Department and begin to implement a tribal consultation policy pursuant to Executive Order No. 13175, Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal Governments, in order to more effectively work with tribes in developing a national plan for homeland security.  

CERTIFICATION
The foregoing joint resolution was adopted at a duly called regular joint meeting of the Board of Director’s of Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board and California Rural Indian Health Board (NPAIHB vote ___ For and_____ Against and _____ Abstain; CRIHB vote ___ For and ___ Against   and ______ Abstain) held this 19th 

day of July 2003 in Reno, Nevada and shall remain in full force and effect until rescinded.
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